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Preface to the First Boition. 


HE chapters on the Eldership appeared as 
consecutive articles in the Awstralzan Christian 
World. I am indebted to my minister, the Rev. 
Angus King, for reading the sheets and making 
helpful suggestions. The “Address,” the “Calendar,” 
and the “ Plan,” are herewith included because they 
are bullets with a billet, and may be of service to 
the reader in the discharge of his duty as a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ. 


Preface to the Fourth dition. 


Sane this small spiritual anthology was first 
issued, the compiler gratefully acknowledges 
having received numerous messages of apprecia- 
tion from both laymen and ministers, among the 
former being Sir Ronald Munro Ferguson, Bart., 
Governor-General of Australia; President Woodrow 
Wilson, U.S.A.; Sir Andrew Pettigrew, Glasgow , 
Visiting Justice J. G. M‘Donald, F.R.G.S., Brisbane; 
and the Prime Minister of New Zealand. The latter 
include Principal Alexander Whyte, M.A., D.D., 
Edinburgh; the Rev.-G. H. Morrison;, M-A., D.D., 
Glasgow; the Rev. George Duncan, M.A., B.D., 
Montreal, Canada; and the Rev. John Ferguson, 
Sydney. So let the lonely worker remember that 
he is one of a great company having good men 
and true, when he is tempted to sit under the 
juniper tree. 
L.G.C 
‘* BROOMBERRY,” 
HABERFIELD, N.S.W. 
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Che Work of the Eldership, 


BY 


Dre GRA AM, CAMPBELL 


N the New Testament the words Elder and 
Bishop mean one and the same thing—overseer 
of the flock. The Rev. Dr Alfred Barry (once Arch- 
bishop of Sydney), Principal of King’s College, 
London, and Canon of Worcester Cathedral, in a 
remark in which he is endorsed by Bishop Ellicott, 
says: “ There is no question—and but for supposed 
ecclesiastical necessities, there never could have been 
any question that in the Holy Scripture ... the 
two titles of ‘Bishop’ and ‘Presbyter’ are applied 
to the same persons.” Bishop Lightfoot affirms : 
“It is a fact now generally recognised by the 
theologians of all shades of opinion, that in the 
language of the New Testament the same officer 
in the Church is called indifferently ‘Bishop’ or 
Sider’ sor Presbytér.” . 40. Fle: lends:an- almost 
startling emphasis to this statement by the avowal 
made in another connection: “For the opinion 
hazarded by Theodoret, and adopted by many later 
writers, that the same officers in the Church who 
were first called apostles were after to be designated 
bishops is baseless” (Noble). 
The office of Elder, it has been seen, is a time- 
honoured one, having come down from apostolic 
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days. True, we read of the Elders of Israel long 
before our Lord’s advent in the flesh. But these 
combined the duty of secular magistrate with that 
of spiritual overseer. 

The word Elder occurs several times in the New 
Testament. In chapter five of his first epistle the 
Apostle Peter claims to be an Elder; and the be- 
loved John begins his second and third epistles by 
a similar declaration. Thus it may be learned that 
Elders in the Church militant have no reason to be 
ashamed of their ecclesiastical ancestry. 

When the worthy Glasgow lawyer, Mr James 
Mitchell, about the middle of the Victorian era, 
received the honorary degreelof LIED fromens 
Alma Mater, his brother Elders congratulated him 
on the honour. He said he knew it was a great 
honour, but he felt it to be a greater honour to 
belong to the Session of Wellington Street Church. 
God caps the faithful Elder with a good degree. 

Ordained ministers in our Church are Elders. 
The ministerial office is that of a teaching Elder, 
while the members of session comprise the ruling 
Elders. 

Our Church derives its name from the Greek 
word “ Presbyteros”»—meaning an Elder. 

Each congregation is represented in the higher 
Church courts by one minister and one Elder, so 
that whether at the monthly meetings of the Presby- 
tery, or the annual meetings of the assembly, the 
vote of the layman from the remote township is 
equal to that of the great city preacher. Such 
is the democratic nature of Presbyterian Church 
polity. 

As in nature, so in Church circles, there is no 
aristocracy per se, except indeed it be in the case of 
the hoary head, found in the way of righteousness. 

When President Wilson, of the United States of 
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America, represents his Church in the Presbytery, 
his voice has weight, not because of his high political 
position, but because of the Christian soul that is 
finding articulation. 

When the late Lord Overtoun represented 
Dumbarton at the General Assembly in Edinburgh, 
he was respected not for his princely gifts to the 
Livingstonia Mission, not because of his beneficence 
to the poor of his own land, but for his Christlike 
spirit, of which these were but the fruits. His chief 
aim in life was to be a soul-winner, and he was wont 
to say to his minister as the latter passed in to the 
pulpit: “ You preach the Gospel, and [ll keep the 
bell ringing”; meaning that he would pray for 
blessing all the time from the pew. 

The lowliest person of either sex in the Church, 
with a heart aglow with Christian love, could have 
said or done the same thing. The preacher gets 
wonderfully inspired when he knows his words are 
falling on sympathetic ears and prayerful hearts. 
Ministers are but human; they are quite susceptible 
to words of encouragement, and they often long for 
occasional expressions of appreciation that would 
send them on their way rejoicing. 

In this respect we, too, much resemble the 
Scotchman who waited till he was on his death- 
bed before he told his wife that he loved her. 

The wise pastor values secular education in his 
session, but he does not over-value it. Greek is 
good, but Grace and Gumption are better. 

A famous American Divine was wont to say that 
in his father’s congregation down in the country, 
there was one godly Elder, who, when he got up to 
pray, did not sit down before he had broken all the 
rules of syntax. “Yet,” he said, “I would rather 
have that man pray for me than any of the best 
preachers in New York.” 
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True; the ministry of intercession is not=the 
peculiar duty of the Elder, but the law of love so 
operates in his heart that he is willing to go beyond 
the prescribed mile of duty. He cheerfully and 
voluntarily proceeds on the second mile, and is 
willing to go a hundred if the Master so desires. 

Scripture has instructed us about the allotted 
span, but has not prescribed any age limit, minimum 
or maximum, with regard to the Eldership. It is 
the spirit of the man that counts. 
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Tie Llder’s Qualifications. 


HE first essential is an introduction to Christ. 
To have grasped His hand as Saviour and 
Friend: To have been born again not of flesh, but of 
the Holy Spirit: To be conscious that Christ is 
nearer on your right hand than Satan on your left: 
To know that your daily sins are daily removed 
through faith in the atoning blood of the Lamb of 
God, allowing His grace to cleanse you for service, so 
that your vessel, whether it be of gold or of earthen- 
ware, may be clean and fit for the Master’s use. 

St Paul says: “An Elder must be blameless, the 
husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, 
given to hospitality, apt to teach. 

Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of 
filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not covetous. 

One that ruleth well his own house, having his 
children in subjection with all gravity ; 

(For if a man know not how to rule his own 
house, how shall he take care of the Church of God ?) 

Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he 
fall into the condemnation of the devil. 

Moreover, he must have a good report of them 
that are without, lest he fall into reproach and 
the snare of the devil.” 
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Church of Scotland. 
ELECTION? AND OFFICE, OFS ELDERS: 


Membershio.—The Kirk Session consists of the 
minister (or collegiate ministers) of the parish and 
those who have been ordained as ruling elders of 
the parish, or regularly admitted as such (either as 
elders already ordained or as ministers without a 
charge), and who have not from any cause ceased to 
hold that office. The expression “ minister and Kirk 
Session,” which occasionally occurs in instructions 
from a higher court, includes the minister twice, and 
covers any duty involved which belongs to him in 
his separate capacity as minister. 


The Office; the Individual.—* The elderschip isa 
spiritual function as is the ministrie” (2 B. Dis., cap. 
vi.). The office of the elders is severally and con- 
_junctly to watch over the flock committed to their 
charge, both publicly and privately, that no corrup- 
tion of religion or manners enter therein. And as 
“pastors and doctors” should be diligent in sowing 
the seed of the Word, so the elders should be careful 
in seeking the fruit of it in the people. It appertains 
to them to assist the pastor in examining them that 
come to the Lord’s table. Things that they cannot 
correct by private admonitions, they should bring to 
the Kirk Session. As one of the remedies for pro- 
faneness, the Assembly resolved (1648, 38) that every 
elder should have certain bounds assigned to him, 
that he might keep himself acquainted therewith and 
report to the Session; and the observance of the 
resolution where practicable is as important as ever. 
It is no part of the official duty of these elders to 
pray with the sick: “ The office of the elder (that is, 
the pastor) is to pray for the sick, even in private,” 
etc. (Ch. (Gov.): Their principal) efiice is “townold 

16 


Kirk Session with the pastors, and doctors who are 
also of their number, for establishing of good order 
and execution of discipline (2 B. Dis., vi.; Ch. Gov.). 


Eligibles.—To be nominated for the eldership one 
must be twenty-one years of age and in full com- 
munion with the congregation, which includes the 
congregation of a chapel in the parish. In addition 
to those qualifications, if he does not live in the 
parish, he must either reside in it at least six weeks 
annually; or be an heritor paying stipend and 
other parish burdens, or heir-apparent of such an 
heritor ; or have been for twelve months a communi- 
cant in the Church of Scotland—consent to nominate 
him having been obtained from the Kirk Session of 
the parish of his residence. 


Elders’ Question.—Do you believe the funda- 
mental doctrines of the Christian faith contained in 
the Confession of Faith of this Church; and approve 
of the worship, discipline, and Government of this 
Church, and promise never, directly or indirectly, to 
attempt the prejudice or subversion thereof? 


Formula.—I hereby subscribe the Confession of 
Faith, declaring that I accept it as the Confession of 
this Church, and that I believe the fundamental 
doctrines of the Christian faith contained therein. 

As likewise I own and acknowledge Presbyterian 
Church government, as now and for long time settled 
by law, to be the only government of this Church, 
and I will submit thereto and concur therewith, and 
never endeavour, directly or indirectly, the prejudice 
or subversion thereof. As also I will observe that 
uniformity of worship and of the administration of 
all public ordinances in this Church, as the same are 
at present performed and allowed, or shall be here- 
after declared by the authority of the same. 
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Must subscribe.—“ Every elder at his ordination 
or admission, and whenever he may be judicially 
called upon to do so, must subscribe the Confession 
of Faith” (1863) according to the formula—the sub- 
scription of the latter being the subscription of both. 


His position.—After the name of an elder has 
been entered on the roll of the Presbytery or Synod 
he is in precisley the same position as a minister ir 
all that relates to membership, or to anything occur 
ing in the court or affecting its members, during 
the time his name is on the roll—having the same 
liabilities (C. S.,. Feb. 14, 1856, Dr Buist and ors, 
v. Taylor and ors., and judges’ observations) and 
responsibilities, being at the bar of a superior court 
when his court is there on any point occurring when 
his name was on the roll (1867, 14), ete. 


Blnifed Bree Church of Scotland. 


QUESTIONS#©PUT, TO. ELDERSVONG GHEE 
INDUCTION OR ORDINATION. 
PREAMBLE. 


(To be publicly read when the questions are put.) 


It is hereby declared, that the following Questions 
are put in view of Act 1647, approving of the 
Confession of Faith; Act xii. 1846 of the Free 
Church of Scotland; Declaratory Act 1879 of the 
United Presbyterian Church; and Act xii. 1892, with 
relative Act of 1894, of the Free Church; and that 
elders are entitled to avail themselves of any of these 
Acts: 

It is hereby also declared, that the documents 
referred to in Question No. 3, and there named for 
brevity the Claim of Right of 1842, the Protest of 
1843, and the Basis of Union of 1847, are respectively 
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the “Claim, Declaration, and Protest adopted by the 
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland in 
1842,” and the “Protest of Ministers and Elders, 
Commissioners from Presbyteries to the General 
Assembly, read in presence of the Royal Com- 
missioner, on 18th May 1843,” and the “Basis of 
Union adopted by the Synod of the United Presby- 
terian Church on 13th May 1847.” 


QUESTIONS. 


1. Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments to be the Word of God, and the 
only rule of faith and life? 

2. Do you sincerely own and believe the doctrine 
of this Church, set forth in the Confession of Faith 
approven by Acts of General Synods and Assemblies ; 
do you acknowledge the said doctrine as expressing 
the sense in which you understand the Holy Scrip- 
tures ; and will you constantly maintain and defend 
the same, and the purity of worship in accordance 
therewith ? 

3. Do you believe that the Lord Jesus Christ, as 
King and Head of the Church, has therein appointed 
a government in the hands of church-officers, distinct 
from, and not subordinate in its own province to, 
civil government, and that the civil magistrate does 
not possess jurisdiction or authoritative control over 
the regulation of the affairs of Christ’s Church? and 
do you approve of the general principles with respect 
to the spirituality and freedom of the Church of 
Christ, and her subjection to Him as her only Head, 
and to His Word as her only standard, embodied in 
the Claim of Right of 1842, the Protest of 1843, and 
the Basis of Union of 1847, as principles which are 
sanctioned by the Word of God and the subordinate 
standards of this Church ? 
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4. Do you acknowledge the Presbyterian govern- 
ment and discipline, as authorised in this Church, to 
be founded on, and agreeable to the Word of God ; 
do you promise to maintain, and submit to, the said 
government and discipline ; and, while cherishing a 
spirit of brotherhood towards all the faithful followers 
of Christ, do you engage to seek the purity, edifica- 
tion, peace, and extension of this Church? | 

5. Are not zeal for the glory. of God, and a 
desire to serve the Lord Jesus Christ, in the work of 
His Kingdom, so far as you know your own heart, 
your great motives to enter into the office of ruling 
elder? 

6. Do you adhere to your acceptance of the call 
to become ruling elder of this congregation, and do 
you engage in the strength of the grace of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord and Master, faithfully, diligently, and 
cheerfully to discharge all the duties of this office? 

7, And these things you profess and promise 
through grace, as you would give in your account 
with joy at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with 
all His saints, and have an entrance ministered to 
you abundantly into His everlasting kingdom ? 


FORMULA OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


(To be subscribed by Probationers on receiving licence, and by all 
Ministers and Elders at the time of their admission. ) 


If , do hereby declare 
that, in the strength of the grace that is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord, I will constantly maintain and 
defend the doctrine, worship, and government of this 
Church, with the liberty and exclusive spiritual 
“jurisdiction thereof, as expressed in my answers to 
the questions put to me; and that I will fulfil, te 
the utmost of my power, all the obligations to which 
T have solemnly pledged myself. 
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Che Elder’s Responsibilities. 


The Elder should be a close student of God’s 
Word. The Bible is his Charter, and he is on the 
King’s business. This is the age of the specialisation 
of function, and he is to be an expert in the noblest 
of all callings: that of directing wounded spirits to 
the Great Physician, of speaking a word in season to 
the downcast and weary, skilful to reprove, rebuke, 
exhort, and entreat. He is to be the “Manus Dei” 
the hand of God, and he cannot practise with success 
unless he knows his text book. The book of 
humanity is not enough. Listen to the testimony of 
Dr David Crombie, a devoted medical missionary in 
the New Hebrides: “I have to thank you for bring- 
ing under my notice M‘Cheyne’s Calendar for Daily 
Bible Reading. My wife and I have both taken it 
up for daily reading since our return to our home. 
My rule has always been not to read anything until 
I have opened my Bible, and read my private portion 
in the morning, and never to read anything after I 
have read my private portion at night, and I owe a 
great deal to that rule. It has not only been a 
spiritual help to me, but it has also helped me to 
conserve my physical strength in a way I should not 
otherwise have done.” 

What does the doctor sandwich between his 
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morning and evening devotions? Major and minor 
operations, visiting patients in the hospital and 
outside of it, advising nurses, teaching catechumens, 
preparing for and carrying out the regular work 
of the Christian ministry to a European as well 
as to a native population. 

The Elder should be able to say with regard to 
his sacred duties as well as his secular business (if 
there is any difference between them), “ Thy word is 
a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.” He 
should practise seeing with the eyes of faith on all 
his implements, “Holiness unto the Lord.” With 
this spirit, whatever he undertakes will prosper and 
be successful as the violins that were made by the 
God-fearing Antonio Stradivarius 

Our Saviour was mighty in the Scriptures, much 
of His teaching especially in the sermon on the 
Mount, are Old Testament truths recast. During 
His temptation Satan was driven off thrice by a 
quotation: “It is written.” And the Master says 
to us “Learn of Me.” The poetic soul of Mary 
must have revelled much in the literary gems of the 
Old Testament, for the “Magnificat” has obviously 
received much inspiration from the song of Hannah. 
Recently the editor of the “ Messenger” said from 
the pulpit:—‘* The man who knows his Bible is 
educated. The man who does not know it, has not 
received the highest education, no matter what else 
he has received.” This is essentially true with 
regard to those parts that are able to make a man 
wise unto salvation. Judged by this standard, alas! 
how many officially wise and prudent senators are 
yet in the elementary primers. 

When the late Mr John Bright likened a certain 
section of politicians to the crowd who gathered 
round David in the cave of Adullam (1 Sam. xxii. 
1-2), few members of Parliament understood the 
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allusion. In the lobby afterwards they inquired of 
one another what it meant ! 

The Elder should be specially primed with 
passages that deal with anxious inquirers after the 
way of Life, likewise with those that deal with times 
of anxiety, sickness, the new home, and bereavement. 
The life of Dr David Livingstone is an outstanding 
illustration of the comforting, sustaining, and in- 
spiring power of Holy Scripture. In one part of his 
journal we get a glimpse into the heroism of an 
African Gethsemane. After a three years’ tedious 
journey up and down the Zambesi, with wife and 
family in England, hostile tribes without barring his 
progress, malaria within sapping his physical 
strength, thus he prays in an agony :— 

“OQ Jesus, grant me resignation to Thy will, and 
entire reliance on Thy powerful hand. On Thy 
Word alone I lean. But wilt thou permit me to 
plead for Africa? The cause is Thine. What an 
impulse will be given to the idea that Africa is not 
open if I perish now! See, O Lord, how the heathen 
tise up against me as they. did to Thy Son. I 
commit my steps unto Thee. I trust also in Thee 
that thou wilt direct my steps. Thou givest wisdom 
liberally to all who ask Thee—give it to me, my 
Father. My family is Thine. They are in the best 
hands. Oh! be gracious, and all my sins do Thou 
blot out. 

“*¢ A guilty, weak, and helpless worm, 
On Thy kind arms I fall!’ 

“Leave me not, forsake me not. [ cast myself 
and all my cares down at Thy feet. Thou knowest 
all I need, for time and for eternity. . doialeave 
my cause ‘and all my concerns in the hands of God 
my gracious Saviour, the Friend of sinners,’ 
Evening, I read that Jesus came and said : : 
“To, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
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world!’ It is the word of a Gentleman of the most 
sacred and strictest honour, and there is an end 
on’t. I will not cross furtively by night as 1 
intended.” 

The Gethsemane angel of peace was not far away, 
for thus he records: “I took this as His word of 
honour, and then went out to take observations, 
latitude and longitude, which, 1 think, were very 
successful (lat, 15:deg. 37° 22' S., long: 30.degns2 sa) 2 

And the Elder can claim all the promises, appro- 
priated by the Master Missionary. 

The Elder should be a constant attender at the 
regular services of the sanctuary. He should echo 
from his heart the words of the Psalmist: “I was 
glad when they said unto me: Let us go into the 
house of the Lord.” He should regard the Church 
as his spiritual home, and feel that, amid earth’s 
“ pleasures and palaces” there is no place like it. 

Anyone who loves the Lord, loves His house. It 
was the custom of Christ to attend the Synagogue 
on the Sabbath Day. Many of life’s mysteries and 
perplexities are cleared up to the devout worshipper 
in the house of God, and they can be resolved no- 
where else, not even in the lodge, much as it is loved. 
The Interpreter’s House is of untold benefit to the 
pilgrim on his way to the celestial city. God has 
arranged for the housing of the Church militant, and 
certain spiritual results are only to be obtained by 
conforming to His arrangements. They can no more 
be secured otherwise than you can expect to grow 
palm trees at the poles, or firs in the Sahara. 

“For I was envious at the foolish, when I saw 
the prosperity of the wicked . . . until I went 
into the sanctuary of God; then understood I their 
end.” 

The Church-loving elder encourages the minister 
whose support and pillar he should be. Discourses 
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if they are worth anything cost much in toil and 
sweat of brain. The oil for the sanctuary must be 
“beaten out” if it is to impart light. The faithful 
* minister, no matter how spiritually minded he may 
be, can do better work when his labours are appreci- 
ated by a loyal people attendant on his ministry. 

Then someone takes his Christianity from you. 
It may be your child, or your subordinate, or it 
may be one you consider your social superior. A 
story I heard from the pulpit of the City Temple, 
London, may raise a smile, but it illustrates our 
point. Two boys were discoursing, and one said to 
the other : — 

“ What is your religion?” 

“Oh! the same as father.” 

“ And what is your father ?” 

“Oh! the same as God, and He’s a Presbyterian.” 

The elder who is not a model to somebody is not 
in the Church militant. No matter how quiet and 
retiring he may be, the limelight is switched on to 
hintamasy the Mlaster says: “Ye are. the Light of 
the world.” How necessary is it then, while setting 
the example to those possibly unknown spectators, 
in the matter of Church attendance, that we keep 
our feet when we go into the House of God, lest by 
our laxity in responding to the call of the Church’s 
bell, or in any other way, we offer the sacrifice of 
fools. 

That the late Mr W. E. Gladstone (the most 
outstanding statesman of the Victorian Era, and 
author of “The impregnable rock of Holy Scrip- 
ture”), was a sincere Christian, is granted by every 
shade of political opinion. When asked if it was 
the case that he attended church twice on the 
Sunday, replied: “Yes, I am a twicer, and I am a 
thricer when I get the opportunity.” 

The closer the Elder’s acquaintance with God. 
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the more influence does he have with the sheep and 
lambs of the flock. “What do you think Jesus 
Christ was like?” was asked of a Scotch Sunday 
School scholar. ‘“O, just like Mr Porteous,” was the 
reply. Afterwards Mr Porteous showed his love for 
Christ’s “other sheep” by laying down his life for the 
natives of West Africa. 


The Elder should cherish a profound reverence 
for the Lord’s Day. Ye shall hallow My Sabbaths 
is the command, as well as reverence My sanctuary. 

Of one man who was nominated for the Elder- 
ship, it was remarked, “O, he'll have to stop playing 
golf on Sundays now.” Perhaps some weak brother 
may take courage from this story of Harry Lauder, 
the Scotch comedian. It is told by the Rev. Angus 
King. 


The Emperor William of Germany invited Mr 
Lauder to sing for him on a certain Sabbath Day. 
Mr Lauder does not sing on the Sabbath, not even 
for Kings, and sent his regrets. The Kaiser was 
astounded. Refuse the Emperor! This was more 
than Divine right was able to endure. 

“When the Kaiser requests,’ replied William, 
tersely, “he commands.” The Scotcaman was firm, 
as to one commandment at least, and not a bit awed 
by Divine rights. 

“The Kaiser is great,” he wrote back; “but God 
is greater.” This admitted of no argument, and the 
Emperor was silent. Mr Lauder had learned from 
bitter experience in America that :— 

‘* A Sabbath well spent brings a week of content, 
And strength for the work of the morrow ; 


But a Sabbath profaned, whatever be gained, 
Is a certain forerunner of sorrow.” 


Of course, we must beware of just keeping to the 
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fetter and not the spirit of the Sabbath. The ship- 
builder who said that during the sermon he went 
over the whole construction of a vessel from the keel 
to the truck, was not likely to be made glad by the 
best of all tidings from the pulpit. The cares of this 
world, and the deceitfulness of riches, are still ready 
to choke the word or embarrass the development of 
the good seed. 

The essential qualifications of the Elder are that 
he loves God’s Son, God’s Book, God’s House, 
God’s Day, and God’s Footstool. 

Happy, too, is the Elder who loves the mid-week 
meeting for prayer. These meetings should have a 
homely atmosphere, unique from any other service 
of the Church. The throbbing of the congrega- 
tion’s spiritual life is there more readily felt. It 
should be regarded as a family gathering, where fresh 
zeal and inspiration are received for doing the work 
of life. 

The late Mr W. T. Stead, who perished in the 
Titamic disaster, was one of the most influential 
journalists of his age. He had the genius to suc- 
cessfully interview princes and rulers as well as 
the most unhappy Magdalene. Yet in the midst 
of his busy life he was passionately devoted to the 
mid-week prayer meeting. He there got fresh in- 
spiration. His wits were sharpened. (A wise work- 
man does not use blunt tools.) It helped him to 
more readily discern the wheat from the chaff. It 
enabled him to choose words (like the prophets of 
old) that sent the arrow through the heart, while the 
mediocre scribe was merely twanging with his bow. 
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The Elder’s Duties, 


ES is not possible to differentiate clearly between 

the qualifications and duties of the Elder; they 
are so closely interwoven with each other. Like 
Science that teaches us to know, and Art that teaches 
us to do, the Christian religion itself is a system of 
beliefs and duties, an inseparable combination of 
faith and works. 

“Each Elder has in ordinary cases a district as- 
signed to him. It is his duty to cultivate acquain- 
tance with the members and adherents resident in 
his district, by visiting them, especially in affliction, 
and to counsel and encourage them in every good 
work.” 

The “Doctrinal Statement and Formula” of the 
Foreign Missions Committee of the N.S.W. Church 
directs that the presiding minister shall put the 
following questions to the candidate or candidates :— 

1. Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments to be the word of God, and the 
only infallible rule of faith and duty? 

2. Do you acknowledge the “Statement of Doc- 
trine” to be an exhibition of the sense in which you 
understand the teaching of Holy Scripture on the 
fundamental doctrines of the Gospel ? 

(The following question has special reference to 
non-Christian lands.) 
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3. Do you adhere to your renunciation of all 
distinction of caste, all worship of idols, all idolatrous 
practices, and every observance contrary to the 
supreme honour due to the one living and true God, 
and to the only Mediator between God and men, the 
man Jesus Christ? 

4. Do you acknowledge the Lord Jesus Christ to 
be the Head of the Church and Head over all things 
to the Church? Do you approve of the worship and 
government of this Church as agreeable to the Word 
of God? and do you promise to be subject to its 
discipline in the Lord, and to study the things that 
make for peace? 

5. Are zeal for the glory of God, love to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and a desire to save souls, and not 
worldly interests or expectations, as far as you know 
your own heart, your great motives and chief induce- 
ments to enter into the office of ruling Elder? 

6. Do you adhere to your acceptance of the call 
to become ruling Elder of this church, and do you 
promise to give a conscientious attendance upon the 
meetings of session, and also of superior courts, when 
called to sit as a member in them? 

7. Do you engage, in the strength of the grace 
that is in the Lord Jesus, to perform with diligence, 
faithfulness, and all humility, the duties of a ruling 
Elder, watching over the flock of which you are 
called to be an overseer, in all things showing your- 
self a pattern of good works to the edifying of the 
body of Christ, and labouring for the advancement of 
His kingdom ? 

8. Do you engage, in the strength of the grace 
that is in the Lord Jesus, to rule well your own 
household, and in private, as in public, to lead a 
humble, meek, holy, and circumspect life? 

g. And all these things you profess and promise 
through grace, as you shall be answerable at the 
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coming of the Lord Jesus Christ with all His saints, 
and as you would be accepted of Him at His glorious 
appearing ? 

Such are some formulated obligations, but who 
is sufficient to tabulate, much less carry out, the 
whole duty incumbent on the Elder? None of the 
four evangelists records any occasion when our Lord 
smiled, or made_a humorous remark, yet these 
must have been in evidence when He was “anointed 
with the oil of gladness above His fellows.’ The 
light and shade of His vocal pictures are not de- 
picted. His appearance is not described, and the 
brief mention of His attire informs us only that His 
robe was of a superior type, probably the gift of 
devoted ministering women. [In like manner the 
winsomeness of the Elder cannot be written down. 
The warm hand grasp, the cheery greeting, the 
kindly enquiry, the pat on the little child’s head, 
the genius to discern a gain in every loss, to find 
the peace in every care, the visit that brings a charm 
from the skies, are but radiations from a heart in 
tune with the Infinite, animated with compassion, 
Divine and human. The personal equation is not 
to be dissected nor analysed. 

Visiting. 

Each elder is allotted a district which is under 
his care and supervision. He should visit the church 
members on his list periodically, at least once a 
quarter. The usual time is during the week prior to 
the communion service; it should be before the 
preparatory service if possible, so that the elder may 
remind his people of that service, stating his own 
intention to be present, and hoping to see them there. 

An elder’s visit is not that of a casual acquaintance. 
He goes with the authority of the Church, and the 
Head of the Church behind Him. He should be at 
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once judicious and generous, calm and kind, patient 
and powerful. Light, frivolous talk should be 
avoided. When such threatens to arise then silence 
is indeed golden. A kindly interest in the welfare 
of each member of the household should be taken 
It is better that the children should tug your coat, 
than that they should run to the remotest corner of 
the yard at your appearing. 

The elder’s visit should always finish with a brief 
prayer for the household. A portion of Scripture 
may or may not be read. A wise man discerns both 
time and judgment. Some elders are diffident about 
leading in prayer. They need not be. “Lord teach 
us to pray?” asked the disciples. And the answer is 
our priceless possession. It has been called the 
Lord’s : Prayer, probably to give it the ring of 
authority ; we do not hear of the teacher’s alphabet, 
it is mostly the learner's. One elder prays in terms 
like these: “O Lord our God, we ask Thee to bless 
this household, may each one be a member of the 
household of faith, may Christ be formed in them the 
Hope of Glory. We pray Thee to take them not 
from the world, but to keep them from the evil. 
Bless those who sit at Thy table on the coming 
Sabbath. May the joy of obedience be theirs, and 
may all at last sit down to the Marriage Supper of 
the Lamb, for Jesus sake, Amen!” 

In times of bereavement the sympathetic elder 
can frequently dispel much of death’s gloom, and 
enable the sorrowing ones to “trace the rainbow 
through the rain.” At such times a multitude of 
words is certainly out of place, and it is better to 
maintain a sympathetic silence than to speak unad- 
visedly. But by constant dependence on God’s Holy 
Spirit the tongue of the learner is obtained, and one 
can help the weary in spirit, without being classed as 
a miserable comforter. 
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The elder should grace with his presence the 
social gathering and the wedding feast when he has 
the opportunity, especially when the latter is an 
equal yoking of believers. 

Although the elder should be a warm friend of 
each family, giving wise counsel when required, he 
should be wary of involvement in business relation- 
ships. Though generous of heart and ready to give 
as he can, the occasions are few when he should 
depart from the rule:— 


‘* Neither a borrower nor lender be, 
For loan oft loses both itself and friend, 
And borrowing dulls the edge of husbandry.” 


There will be occasional opportunities for him to 
be a cheerful giver. Young people leave the home 
to pursue the business enterprise of life. They go 
on the land, they go into the great cities, no place is 
immune from temptations to evil. At. such times a 
good book will be a most opportune gift. It may be 
a Bible, or a copy of Daily Light, or some such. 
The poor are ever with us, and when these are of 
the household of faith under our care our gifts should 
be in a form that will promote creature comfort. 
The writer's mother during her lifetime was wont to 
order a number of packages of tea from the grocer at 
Christmas time for distribution to needy folk. 

It is needless to say that the spirit behind the 
elder’s gift should be one that expects no material 
return. It is unto the Lord. What shall I render 
unto God for all His benefits to me? What have I 
that I did not receive? 


Distributing the Elements. 

This forms part of the elder’s duty on Communion 
Sabbaths. The number of different duties he may 
require to do varies inversely with the proportionate 
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size of the session to that of the congregation. If 
the session be sinall the elder may have more than 
one detail to attend to. The plan should be arranged 
in the vestry before the service. Al] things should 
be done decently and in order. Each one should 
know his duty perfectty, whether it be to collect the 
cards, take up the offering, or distribute the elements. 

The best remedy for a feeling of diffidence is to 
regard oneself as a learner allowing the Master of 
the feast, real though invisible to the eye of sense, 
to conduct the elder personally round, looking to 
Him for prompting and suggestion. There is no 
undue haste, and no undue rest. In this as in every 
other circumstance of life, “When He putteth forth 
His sheep He goeth before them.” 

There are diversities of gifts in the eldership. 
One has a positive genius for keeping books, and to 
him it is a delightful task to be the session clerk. 
Another loves to work among the young folk. He 
usually finds his sphere in the Sabbath School, as 
superintendent or teacher. Every elder ought to 
abound in the work of the Lord. The harvest is still 
great and the labourers few. If we wish to grow in 
- grace, and make our calling and election sure, we 
must obey the command of Christ: “Son, go work 
to-day in My vineyard.” Every word in that sen- 
tence is pregnant with meaning. It should be 
pondered over seven times, emphasising a different 
work each time. Illumination comes with obedience, 
assurance comes with -obedience, Christ the great 
Helper draws near when you attempt to obey Him. 
“If ye know these things happy are ye if ye do 
them.” 

Spiritual efficiency costs much, but the poorest 
elder can pay for it. Dull sloth must be shaken off, 
the sense of eternity must be ever present, likewise a 
bias towards magnifying our Divinely appointed 
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office. We should share the spirit of one who 
writes :— 
“T am but one. 

But I am one. 

J cannot do everything. 

But I can do something. 

What I can do I cught to do. 

And what I ought to do, God helping me, I will 

do.” 

There is a danger, not a great one, but there is, 
of having too many irons on the fire. One’s energies 
can be unprofitably dissipated, whereas if they were 
directed into a narrower channel more permanent 
good would be accomplished. Said the man who 
was given the custody of a prisoner in the ancient 
war: “While P.was busy here and™there he was 
gone.” The careless keeper has still his representa- 
tive in the Church militant. “The R.V. tells us: “He 
that is wise winneth souls.” He that would war a 
good warfare must not encumber himself. It was 
doubtless a wise proceeding when the worthy Mr 
William Scott, of Newcastle, N.S.W., who held the 
dual office, relinquished that of Session Clerk, in order 
to devote his energies more exclusively to the work of 
the Sabbath School, of which he is superintendent. 
The human mind has its limitations, although we 
were once taught to regard it as infinite. Large 
attention in one direction obviously excludes large 
attention in another. The Elder may be Jack of all 
departments of Christian work, but he should see to 
it that he is master of one. His motto should be 
“Anywhere with Jesus.”. He should obey the 
promptings of the Holy Spirit, and be willing to 
leave a large sphere of labour, for a seemingly more 
constricted one, like Philip the Evangelist, who was 
called from the revival in Samaria to the desert, that 
he might encounter the distinguished anxious inquirer 
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from Ethiopia, who had been to the Holy City, but 
had failed to get the bread and water of life for which 
his soul thirsted. “Not to where I am wanted, but 
to where I am wanted most.” The Elder is intensely 
wanted somewhere. The field is the world, but the 
secret chamber is in the home. Begin at Jerusalem. 
See that the family altar burns brightly. See to it 
that our own frontage is clean, with Joshua we should 
say: “As for me and my house, we will serve the 
Lord.” But this resolve is not the conclusion of 
the matter; it is only the beginning. The eyes of 
the vacillating, undecided host are upon us. The 
whole universe is a parable of grace with the charge 
to mankind: “Choose ye this day whom ye shall 
serve.” The forces of evil are rampant. Impurity, 
intemperance, gambling, and all the concomitant 
evils of the kingdom of darkness stalk in our midst. 
Tyranny and oppression still obtain in the darker 
places of the earth, which are yet full of the habita- 
tions of cruelty. Taking the tropical belt that sur- 
rounds our globe, missionaries on the spot can tell 
from first-hand knowledge of more than one type of 
iniquity for every degree of longitude. Seeing then 
that the sun never sets on the enemies of Christ, does 
it not become us, who profess His name, who are 
supposed to possess His spirit, nay, who are sworn 
lieutenants in His service, to make the advancement 
of His Kingdom our initial quest ? 
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The Elder’s Reward. 


q pete there is a sure reward should require no 

demonstration to the reader of this. “He that 
reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life 
eternal.” God is not slack concerning His promises. 
If Christ’s yoke is easy and His burden light, His 
wages are equally satisfactory. Heis no hard Task- 
master. He is the Author of the invitation: “Come 
ye apart and rest awhile.” He recognises that the 
labourer gets weary at times in the work; when he 
gets weary of it, then is the heart of the Master 
grieved. “Does Job serve God for nought?” asks 
Satan in the ancient drama. God never asks anyone 
to serve Him for nothing. He has commanded that 
the hire of the labourer shall not be kept overnight, 
and He is not going to starve the servants in His 
own household. 

The Elder has his duties laid out for him. If he 
lacks wisdom, he can obtain it for the asking. It 
we know what is required of us, our only happiness 
is in the performance of the same. Further illumina- 
tion comes with action. It is said of John Knox 
that he neither “feared nor flattered any flesh.” 
When we fear God there is nothing else to fear. If 
our own souls are to be saved we must endure unto 
the end. Even St Paul recognised the possibility of 
having been a means of grace to others, and yet 
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being a castaway himself. A glorious reward is with 
the Elder in his work, a more glorious one awaits 
him when his earthly duties are over, but it is the 
easiest thing possible to fall short of these rewards. 
“Satan hath desired to have you,” said Christ to 
Peter, “that he may sift you as“wheat.” :Satan’ is 
not ‘yet dead, though the Lord reigneth. The 
ancient desire to sift is still alive, and the more alive 
the Elder is the more ingenious is the enemy of souls 
to get him out of the Lord’s hands into his own. 

The Elder, above all men, should put on the whole 
armour of God, to fight for His crown. It is an un- 
fading one. A youth recently remarked to me that 
since he started to teach a Sunday School class Satan 
has tempted him more than ever before. The young 
man expressed a universal truth. The soldiers in the 
soul-winning ranks of the Church militant (where 
every Elder should be) are most exposed to the 
fiery darts of the enerny. But let us be of good 
cheer. He that is with us, and for us, is greater far 
than all that can be against us. The Elder can 
appropriate the words of Abraham’s God: “I am 
thy shield and thy exceeding great reward.” He can 
spiritualise the words echoed down through the ages 
from the banks of the Nile. “Take this child and 
nurse it for me, and I will give thee thy wages.” 
Pharaoh’s daughter is not a more generous employer 
than our Divine Master. Verily there is a reward for 
the righteous, wrote the shepherd king, and _ his 
illustrious son in the days of his wisdom repeated 
the truth, “To him that soweth righteousness there 
is a sure reward.” Great David’s Greater Son, who 
spake as never man spoke, indicates the felicity that 
goes along with the performance. The doer, and 
not the hearer only, is the wise builder. More 
glorious still is the reward of those who carry out 
His will amid difficulty and opposition. It is better 
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to be blessed than happy. “Blessed are ye when 
men shall reproach you, and persecute you, and say 
all manner of evil against you falsely, for My sake. 
Rejoice and be exceeding glad: for great is your 
reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the pro- 
phets which were before you.” 

The twentieth century tlder has not such fearful 
odds to contend with as had his brethren in the first. 
He is the heritor of many privileges that have been 
bought dearly. But he requires to be no less endued 
with courage, determination, and a steadfastness of 
purpose that will overcome every difficulty. He 
has not often to choose between the plough and the 
altar. It is service rather than sacrifice, service with 
a love-lined yoke, service with a promise of sufficient 
grace all the time, service that makes him a son and 
not a slave, an heir and not a drudge. The reward 
is not all reserved for the end of the day. The 
reward is in the work, nay the joy of the Lord is 
the strength by which the work is done. In minis- 
tering to others, the Elder draws water with joy 
from the wells of salvation. In response to the 
exhortation: “Whatever He saith unto you, do 
it,’ the obedient servant beholds the water of every- 
day use changed into the wine of life. He is re- 
warded by a heart aglow from the Divine com- 
panionship. He is rewarded by the instruction of 
the Emmaus’ walk. He is rewarded by light in the 
day of darkness, shelter in time of storm, safety in 
the time of danger, and peace amid the manifold 
changes of life. 

A good man is satisfied from himself, and the 
reward of the faithful Elder is the purest happiness 
known, that which flows from an approving con- 
science. He is a friend of the Bridegroom. He is 
willing to decrease if thereby his Master may in- 
crease. He is more skilled to raise the wretched 
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than to rise, if rising involves departure from the 
principles of Christ. But he knows that God knows 
them that know Him. He has meat to eat that 
the world knows not of. The frown of fortune does 
not cause him fear, her smile does not unduly cheer 
him. He knows that the Heavenly Father cares for 
him and his, and that when the short day of labour 
is over, when the earthly tabernacle is dissolved, He 
who attends the funeral of the sparrow will give him 
a building, not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens. What is a monument twenty feet high 
compared to that? Is it possible to magnify the 
office of the Eldership too much? I trow not. The 
faithful Elder has the best of both worlds. If he has 
given his heart to God, let it be all or not at all. 
There is physiological as well as spiritual truth in 
the words: “ To do the will of Jesus this is rest.” 

I pray that the reader may not be taken from 
the world, but have a full life of service. That he 
may realise the continual presence of the Master 
who is Light and Life and Love, and hear Him say 
to each one whom the Elder addresses :— 


‘Behold, my servant, whom I uphold.” 
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Hl Good LCrample. 


R WILLIAM M‘KERROW, an Elder in 
Wellington U.F. Church, Glasgow, has died 
after a long life spent in active Christian work. He 
was connected with Wellington Church for seventy- 
four years. For sixty-three years he was connected 
with the Sunday School, and for fifty-six of these he 
was its Superintendent. By his kindly ways, his 
prudence and untiring energy, with the co-operation 
of his teachers, he conducted it in the most admirable 
and efficient manner. Such was his pleasure in the 
work that, with the assistance of his son, he continued 
it to the last. He was an office-bearer of the Church 
for fifty-four years. There was much of the Spirit of 
Christ in him. ' Incapable of uttering an uncharitable 
word, or of doing an unkind act, he drew to him the 
tender and strong love of young and old. 

The Rev. Dr G. H. Morrison said of him :—“ He 
knew how to weep with those who weep, but (what 
is far rarer) he knew how to rejoice with those who 
rejoice. We talk of gloomy saints. Mr M‘Kerrow 
was a saint, but he was certainly not gloomy. And 
if any of you boys and girls are tempted to think of 
religion as something dull and dreary, I want you 
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to carry with you as a possession, real and precious, 
the memory of him whom we have lost to-day.” 

“He was conscious to the last, repeating a 
number of his favourite hymns: ‘My Faith looks 
lip tow Dhee, “and “Peace, Perfect. Peace? He then 
engaged in prayer, so clearly and so beautifully, not 
for himself, but for us all, and then fell sweetly 
asleep. It was a beautiful end to a beautiful life.” 
So writes his widow. 

His life is indeed an example and inspiration to 
all. 


NOTE BY 1T.G.¢. 


My earliest impression of Mr M‘Kerrow, and it 
has in no wise faded, though some thirty-three years 
old, was that of a man diligent in the business of 
serving the Lord. It was not my fortune to meet 
him in any other capacity. My parents, I daresay, 
knew him before I was born in the flesh. They 
attended the same Church, then Wellington United 
Presbyterian, and sat under the successive ministries 
One Viitchell ro Robson, Dre Black, cand: Dr 
Morrison. The annals record that my father’s 
great-grandfather, John Paterson, was ordained to 
the Eldership in 1795. 

The Sabbath Morning School, presided over by 
Mr M‘Kerrow, started at the heroic hour of half-past 
nine. It was out in ample time for the Forenoon 
Church Service at eleven. 

It met in the hall adjoining the Church. 

It is not easy to dissociate in the mind, the ark 
of Noah from its builder, nor the burning bush from 
the figure of Moses; in like manner that old semi- 
circular hall, with its horse-shoe gallery, looms up 
as the necessary setting for the present portraiture 
of Mr M‘Kerrow. 
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A hall, consisting of two walls, one presenting a 
concave surface, which in plan would resemble a 
rainbow, the other a plane surface rising from the 
platform, bearing upon itself as a permanent adorn- 
ment the Ten Commandments painted on the plaster. 
No other hall is like it, nor can with it compare. 
There were several rooms outside, to which the senior 
classes resorted for the lesson, between the opening 
and the closing exercises. 

What devoted souls forgathered there to teach 
the words of Divine truth! Mr M‘Kerrow’s brother, 
Matthew, taught them there. He has since joined 
the Church triumphant. Honourable women not a 
few, who are still with us, resorted thither where 
prayer and praise were wont to be made. If the 
Messrs M‘Kerrow wrought in the spiritual vineyard, 
their wives were by no means idlers in the market 
place. So, too, the Misses Harvie, one of whom 
presided at the harmonium. One of their songs has 
echoed down through the years, and to me has 
never lost its melody, doubtless because their own 
devoted lives have been such a fragrant illustration 
of it :— 

“Our Master has taken a journey : 
There’s a work for me, and a work for you, 
Something for each of us now to do.” 


It may be here mentioned that Mr Ira D. Sankey, 
from America, was the first to introduce instru- 
mental music to the school. 

It is told of one godly Elder that he thought of 
heaven as a perpetual U.P. Synod. The changes of 
history have now relegated these occasions to the 
past. A scholar in Mr M‘Kerrow’s Sabbath Morn- 
ing Classes could easily associate them with celestial 
visitants. Did ever boy with shining morning face 
creep like a snail unwillingly to that School? I trow 
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not. Rather was it regarded as a delightful theatre 
of grace, a branch establishment of the kingdom of 
heaven. 

»c1uaps a contributory element to the sweetness 
of these meditative reflections lies in the fact that 
yearly examinations were held on the Scripture 
lessons, and that several prizes, including the in- 
evitable classic, “ Robinson Crusoe,” found their way: 
to the writer's bookshelf. He has no memory of 
exhibiting any special diligence in study, for he 
was just as obtuse as the average; but ho is per- 
suaded of this, that the examiners must have been :— 

**To his virtues very kind, 
And to his fau'ts a little blind.” 
In selecting a prize, however, they were never blind 
to the sex of which he was a member. 

The Band of Hope meeting was the treat of the 
month, and the annual soiree, the occasion of the 
year, Mr M‘Kerrow being the moving spirit in each 
of these. 

Princely givers, too, befriended that spiritual 
nursery of youth. The late Mr Alexander Allan 
loved the children as much as he disliked the evils 
attendant on the strong drink traffic. His regular 
gift of Christmas books has made his name fragrant 
in hundreds of homes. 

There was no age limit to the membership of 
the Band of Hope. The meetings were no mere 
children’s entertainment. While the juvenile ele- 
ment was always recognised, a speaker of note was 
invariably present to give a message both weighty 
and wise. If there was the crackling of thorns under 
the pot, each hearer had the chance of securing a 
nugget of pure gold from the ashes. 

The Rev. Josiah Henson, the original Uncle Tom 
of Mrs Harriet Beecher Stowe’s book, once addressed 
the children. 


On one occasion it was announced that prizes 
would be given by Mr Allan for the best essays 
on “ Why I should join the Band of Hope.” In due 
course essays were written and sent in, and when the 
awards were made it was found that all the com- 
petitors were prize-takers, from the science student 
to the small child, whose essay was in terms like 
these :—“I join the Band of Hope because the Bible 
says: ‘Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging, and 
whoso is deceived thereby is not wise.’” 

In the course of the evolution of the city’s busi- 
ness life, captains of commerce came and surrounded 
the Old Church. Few if any of the members could 
recall the time when it stood in the midst of green 
fields. It did not now resemble a lodge in a garden 
of cucumbers, rather was it in the position of a 
besieged city. It was expedient for the congrega- 
tion to erect a new home in a more residential part. 
So, following the example of the University, which 
was removed to a Western suburb, after being more 
than four hundred years in the Eastern part of the 
city, this spiritual Alma Mater, which had sent out 
so many graduates in Grace to bless the world, found 
appropriate accommodation in a building “ Exceeding 
magnifical” in University avenue. 

The Church has not borrowed the motto of its 
classic neighbour, but it acts up to the spirit of it, 
the said motto being from the answer to the ques- 
tion of Thomas about the way: “ Via, Veritas, Vita.” 
Perhaps the Church is not less identified with the 
Spirit of the City motto, expressed in Anglo-Saxon 
terms: “Let Glasgow flourish by the preaching of 
the Word.” Brethren of these Southern lands, who 
may not yet have crossed the equator, is that not a 
paradoxical superscription for a City that gave birth 
to H.M.A.S. “ Australia,” the flagship of our Australian 
fleet? It is written, “The Lord isa Manor Wares 
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there is only credit in the conflict when the battle is 
the Lord’s. When the preaching and the practising 
of the Word have become universal, then shall come 
to pass the advent of the Prince of Peace. 

Mr M‘Kerrow’s activities in the new sphere were 
py no means relaxed. An equally devoted band of 
workers gathered round him, some new, some from 
the old place, men and women animated by a self- 
sacrificing enthusiasm for Christ and for the salvation 
of a world He died to redeem. Mr M‘Kerrow dis- 
criminated in the choice of his lieutenants. He was 
jealous for the cause of his Divine Master. His re- 
proof was not withheld from any who had heard the 
command: “Go work to-day in my vineyard,” and 
then proceeded to play therein. A student of theo- 
logy asked him for a class to teach, and obtained one. 
But morning after morning the student came late ; 
his little scholars were always waiting for him. Mr 
M‘Kerrow’s sense of business-like promptitude soon 
made him question the student why he did not come 
out in time? “Oh, the landlady is always late in 
getting the breakfast,” was the old Adamic response. 
“Well, Sir, you ought to come without your break- 
fast,” replied the chief. The student was not prepared 
to endure hardness to that extent, and so the class 
was relinquished. Some time afterwards the student 
wished to be placed in charge as minister of a 
country congregation, and desired a testimonial from 
Mr M‘Kerrow, which would have been of much value 
to him. “But,” said the chief, “ How could I honestly 
give him a good reference?” - 

I esteem it a great honour to have been a pupil 
under Mr M‘Kerrow, and afterwards to have taught 
the class of senior boys in his school. Notwithstand- 
ing the many wise utterances of the prophet of 
Ecclefechan, J am persuaded that if Grace be in both 
their hearts, a man may be a hero to his valet. The 
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forerunner of Christ so regarded his Master, whose 
shoe-lace he was “unworthy to untie.’ As a hero 
of the faith, to me William M‘Kerrow occupies a 
prominent and shining place in the Spiritual Val- 
halla; his memory smells sweet, and blossoms into 
this perennial prayer—“ Let me live the life of the 
righteous, and let my first aim be like his.” 


46 


Mural Tablet in Glasgow Cathedral. 


‘«The healing of His seamless dress 
Is by our beds of pain ; 
We touch Him in life’s throng and press, 
And we are whole again. 


Ge 


The Good Physician liveth yet, 
Thy friend and guide to be; 

The Healer by Gennesaret 

Shall walk the rounds with thee.” 


—Whittler. 


On the 
Study of the Scriptures. 


An Address to Men. 


M& CHAIRMAN and Friends,— 

It was with much pleasure I agreed to accept 
the privilege of addressing this company of people 
in Coatbridge. You are met, I understand, under 
the auspices of the Pleasant Sabbath Afternoon As- 
sociation. I only attended one such meeting before, 
which was held in Whitefield’s Tabernacle, Lon- 
don. There I listened to a stimulating Gospel 
address, and I thus concluded that you would ex- 
pect my remarks to be on similar lines. At any 
rate, I gather from the tone of the previous speaker 
that syou do not expect a lecture on science, or 
bodily health, or ambulance. 

Well, I would like to make a few remarks on 
the subject of 
Systematic Bible Reading. 


A sinister thought occurred to me that this theme 
might possibly be only suitable for a portion of 
my hearers. But I soon dismissed the idea, and 
in this wise did I argue: 

If there are a number of Christian soldiers pre- 
sent who are fighting the good fight of faith, having 
taken Christ as their Captain, put on the helmet 
of salvation, the breastplate of righteousness, and 
girded on the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
Word of God—if these form a portion of my 
hearers, then I am but throwing out some hints on 
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the subject of sword exercise, which ought to be 
vf interest to every military man of the sort 
described. 

Suppose there are some present who know they 
are not Christian soldiers. They are in the bond- 
age of sin. They know they are serving a Master 
who is not Christ, the Royal One. They may be 
serving Mammon, Bacchus, or some other form of 
fleshly indulgence. Well, let me assure all such 
that the ranks in which they serve will never prove 
satisfactory. The waters you drink will never give 
you the happiness they promise. They will mock 
you and flee, leaving you disappointed. So the 
course I am about to commend to you to-night will 
direct you to a most desirable change of service. 
It will put you on the way to the only fountain 
of happiness and peace that never deludes the con- 
sumer. It will give you the clue as to how a well 
of water may be formed within you, springing up 
into everlasting life. 

Then there may be a third section of my hearers 
who are not held captive by any vice. They do 
not drink, nor swear, nor gamble. They may be 
model husbands, fathers, or sons. They fulful all 
the domestic and social duties incumbent on them. 
They are sensible men with a good intelligence. 
They can argue and reason. They love to read in 
their spare moments, and many a volume of philo- 
sophy and science have they got through. They 
think the “Clarion” is a smart paper, and the editor 
a clever man. They are seekers after truth, but 
doubt that any pulpiteer can dispense it. They 
think very freely, yet as the years roll by they 
seldom reflect what all their freethinking comes to. 
They have not learned how a blade of grass grows, 
or how sap, in defiance of the laws of gravitation, 
can travel from the root to the highest branch of a 
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tree. They are seeking after something that has 
hitherto eluded their grasp. They want a sure 
foundation on which to build a definite course of 
conduct and belief, and they hope that intellect or 
science will furnish the same. They do not, like 
the intellectual Greeks of old, worship Jupiter, but 
in their attitude they erect--it may be unwittingly 
—their altar to the unknown god. 

So, if I have the ears of this section of my audi- 
ence, let me tell you, if you bring an honest spirit 
of inquiry to your search of the Scriptures, and 
conform to the conditions therein laid down, you 
shall not fail to find the key, or, at any rate, a 
good provisional solution to Life’s mysteries and 
perplexities. 

1. First of all, then, to Christian people let me 
say, if you wish to make your calling and election 
sure, search the Scriptures daily. Let the exercise 
be as regular as the taking of your food. It is thus 
you will get to know God. You are looking for- 
ward to eternal life, but the truth says: “This is 
life eternal, to know God and Jesus Christ whom 
imesnas sent, You say eternal life is. a gift; <cer- 
tainly it is. The Bible is a gift—eggs, milk, and 
bread are gifts, but unless they are assimilated by 
us, and contribute to the upbuilding of our life, 
they are useless gifts to us. As new-born babes, 
Christians should desire the sincere milk; as mature 
adults they should hunger for the finest wheat, and 
the strong meat of the Word of God. If you have 
no spiritual appetite, then you are soul-sick, and 
require a fresh visit from the Great Physician. The 
words which He speaks are vital and soul-restoring. 

It is human for an uninspired workman to grow 
slack in his duties when he is not visited frequently 
by the master craftsman. In like manner, when 
the Christian toiler goes from hour to hour or from 
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day to day without hearing the Divine voice from 
the sacred page, he is in danger of forgetting whose 
he is and whom he serves. With regard to the 
various methods of studying the Scriptures, differ- 
ent rules are in vogue. 

The study of texts is good, and on shutting the 
book some pungent phrase or idea should be fixed 
in the mind. The study of chapters allows one to 
have a more intelligent grasp of the setting of the 
leading thoughts, while the study of a book at a 
time when you have leisure to do that will in most 
instances give you a larger sympathy with the 
writers plan or message. He shows you over 
the whole house at a visit, so to speak. He points 
out the various architectural features of it, thus 
you have a better idea of the construction of the 
whole than if you just examined one apartment a 
day. 

You will have no less pleasure and profit in re- 
turning to the various apartments or chapters, some 
of which become more endeared to the memory than 
others. 

Few Scotch people, burdened with corroding cares 
and feverish anxieties, as they wander in St John’s 
House of Love, but know into what chamber to turn 
if they want to hear the Divine assurance: “Let not 
your heart be troubled. In my Father's house are 
many mansions.” 

Personally, I have adopted the table of the late 
Rev. Robert Murray M‘Cheyne, by which the Bible 
can be read through in a year, occupying from about 
twenty minutes to half-an-hour each day. 

One youth has discovered that there are thirty- 
one chapters in the Book of Proverbs, the number 
corresponding to the days in the longest months. 
Accordingly he reads the same chapter as the day 
of the month; on the first day he reads the first 
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chapter, on the sixth the sixth chapter, on the 
twentieth the twentieth chapter, and so on, going 
through the book once a month. His method is 
to be commended, for no young man can be too 
familiar with the Book of Proverbs. It is full of 
practical wisdom for everyday life, and will be found 
peculiarly appropriate for each day’s experience. 

One man I knew, in addition to his usual reading 
for a while, divided the Sermon on the Mount into 
six parts, studying one part a day for a week, then 
going through the whole each Sunday. He thus 
sought to grow more familiar with that marvellous 
discourse. 

My friend in the faith, whatever method you 
pursue, I beseech you to be regular in your study of 
the Word. You will be well advised to let God 
speak to you in the morning before anybody else, 
and to let Him have the last word at night. 

The more you search the sacred page the better 
able will you be to view life in its true proportions, 
and to fight its battles in quietness and confidence. 
Many a temptation will be deprived of its subtlety 
as there flashes across your mind the antidote for the 
occasion. It is written: “Thou, God, seest me.” It 
is written: “ Wine is a mocker.” It is written: “ Her 
end is bitter as wormwood.” It is written: “Ye 
cannot serve God and Mammon.” From every 
temptation there is some such way of escape. 

Every believer is a mystic, whatever be his calling. 
His spirit is lighted from on high. The more he 
assimilates the Word, the likelier is he to be found 
among the lesser class of God’s sons who exult in 
these hidden springs of Life. The study of the 
Word will in no wise blunt your wits for other reading. 
Take it from me, it will sharpen them. 

Several years ago three students of medicine, at 
the beginning of a winter session, agreed to meet 
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at a quarter to nine each morning to pray and study 
the Bible for about fifteen minutes before the classes 
commenced for the day. The exercise was kept up 
till the end of the college session, when it was found 
at the distribution of honours that each of the three 
students was a medallist in some department of 
medical study. Explain them as you will, I just 
give you the facts. 

2. Then there is another section of my hearers 
who believe the Bible to be the Word of God. They 
have no doubt about its inspiration; they do not 
question its authorship; yet the Bible is a dry and 
stale book. to them. They do not esteem it more 
precious than thousands of gold and silver. Food 
and raiment are necessaries of life, but they have 
never thought the Bible to be a commodity of that 
class. On Sundays they may read some of it as a 
duty, but rarely as a pleasure. The Book perhaps 
irritates them, and they often close it with anything 
but the satisfaction of a soul that has been fed. It 
irritates them because it is a living Book. God isa 
Spirit, and they that would read His Book aright 
must do so in spirit and in truth. 

It is impossible for the natural man to discern the 
things of spiritual import. He must be born of the 
Spirit, then the natural sequence follows, as in a new- 
born babe—the desire for the sincere milk of the 
Word. 

The Bible contains some of the most exquisite 
poetry ever contributed to the world’s literature. Its 
historical narratives are couched in the plainest and 
most lucid of terms. The arguments of Christ, which 
never failed once to meet the questionings of His 
opponents, constitute some of the most masterly 
pieces of logical reasoning ever uttered. But whether 
you admire the Bible for its poetry, sublime diction, 
or logic, you will never be able to cherish the 
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Christian’s affection for the Book until you can say 
from your heart: “This is my Father’s Book, who 
loved me and gave His Son for me.” These subtle 
arguments are from my personal Friend and elder 
Brother, who is my kinsman Redeemer. This Book 
is my chart for the voyage of my life. It is a beacon. 
It lights up my way in the day of darkness. It 
directs me to a stronghold in the day of trouble. 
It shows me an available strength in the day of 
weakness. It offers me a solution for all life’s per- 
plexities. The world would not understand my 
explanation could I give it. I cannot tell how all 
is well, but I know that when I am with the Divine 
Companion all is well. The storm within my breast 
has been quieted by the Spirit while I read the Book. 
The peace He has created within is no less real 
because it passeth understanding. The world cannot 
give it; and I am convinced that no treaty nor 
combine nor alliance on the earth, can produce the 
peace which alone results from 


““A correspondence fixed wi’? Heaven.” 


A mirror of life you will find this Word of God 
to be. Your own heart is therein described with 
all its hunger and yearning and aspirations. You 
will find it to be an optical instrument by which a 
true estimate of life is obtained. The proportions 
of life are sadly distorted when we look at them 
only with the light existing between the cradle and 
the grave. We are apt to think that the man who 
has wealth and power is getting the greatest good 
out of life. The undercurrent of false sentiment 
prevails in many quarters that the man who has 
nought must be evil. But the Book reminds us 
that a man’s life does not consist in what he has, 
but in what he is—that whatever injustices exist 
within our span of earthly life are compensated for 
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in some part of the eternities between which our 
sojourn here is sandwiched, if I may so speak; in 
short, it tells us that the Lord reigneth, Who is Light, 
and. Lite, and: Love: 

My brother, you are tempest-tossed. The sea 
of Life you find a troubled one. Your disquietude 
of soul is clearly shown in the Bible, which says 
there is no peace nor happiness apart from God. 
You know your own condition, and do not require 
the Bible to describe it. But you do require the Bible 
as a Pilot to lead you to the quiet haven of rest, 
where you may safely ride at anchor. You do re- 
quire the Divine Chart that you may be steered 
clear of the rocks, shoals, and quicksands of life. 
Or, look. at the matter thus -You are living inva 
transient world: already your cottage of clay is 
crumbling to dust ; you cannot afford to be defeated 
all your life long, for the Judgment Throne awaits, 
and the sentence on Life’s coward is sure. 

Turn, then, I beseech you, to. the permanent 
promises of God. Get linked with the Almighty, 
and you cannot but live a victorious life. Walk 
arm-in-arm with Christ through life, letting him go 
one step in advance; then, when your earthly house 
is dissolved, you will be led to a building of God 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 

3. And now I come to the last and most diffi- 
cult section of my hearers—those who are beset by 
inteliectual doubt. I hesitate to say anything at 
all to you, for J am convinced that no man can be 
argued into the Kingdom of Heaven. I believe 
that an ounce of practice, such as when a_neigh- 
bourly person gives food to the hungry or clothes 
to the needy, weighs far more with any honest ob- 
server than hundredweights of intellectual preaching. 

Well, suppose you are floundering in a sea of 
doubt. You are not necessarily to be commended 
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on that account. You may be a candidate as a brave 
swimmer for the applause of your fellows, but you 
do not deserve it. He is to be commended who has 
made his way through his perplexities struck out 
boldly for the shore, and ieaching it, has got firmly 
planted onthe rock Asin other walks of learning, 
the first axiom in the way to acquire Divine truth 
is to have a humble, teachable spirit. It is only when 
you turn to it with the mind of the learner that the 
Bible will unfold to you its true riches. It will re- 
veal its gold to the lowly in heart, but its ashes will 
greet the unsympathetic critic, and they shall withal 
roll into the eyes of his understanding and blind them. 

Books may come and books may go, but the 
Scriptures abide. They are the impregnable rock 
which will survive not only the changes of Time, 
but the advent of Eternity, when the elements shall 
have melted witha fervent heat. Ten thousand new 
books are issued yearly from the publishers’ press, 
but not one has such a grip of the hearts of men, or 
more influence in moulding their lives. 


“¢ Last eve I stood before a blacksmith’s door, 
And heard the anvil ring its vesper chime ; 
Then, looking in, I saw upon the floor 
Oid hammers worn with beating years of time. 


*How many anvils have you had,’ said I, 
‘To wear and batter all these hammers so?’ 
‘Just one,’ he answered, then, with twinkling eye, 
‘The anvil wears the hammers out, you know.’ 


And so the Bible, anvil of God’s Word, 
For ages sceptic blows have beat upon ; 

And tho’ the voice of Paine, Voltaire, was heard, 
The anvil is unworn—the hammers gone.” 


Apprentice blows of ignorance, forsooth, 

May awe with sound, and blinding sparks death whirled 5 
The Master holds and turns the iron, His truth, 

And shapes it as He will, to bless the world.” 


57 


The Bible has no competitor. The rays of 
acetylene gas are said to be practically identical 
with sunlight, and flowers have been grown that 
have never seen the sun. But notwithstanding all 
our artificial lights the sun has no serious rival. In 
like manner does the light from the sacred page pour 
forth from age to age. 

Lord Bacon has rightly said: “A little phil- 
osophy inclineth man’s mind to atheism, but depth 
in philosophy bringeth men’s minds about to religion.” 


‘*T have a life with Christ to live; but ere I live it must 1 wait 
Till learning can clear answer give of this and that book’s date ? 
I have a life in Christ to live, I have a death in Christ to die, 
And must I wait till science gives all doubts a full reply ? 
Nay, rather, while the sea of doubt is raging wildly round about 
Questioning of life and death and sin, let me but creep within 
Thy fold, O Christ, and at Thy feet take but the lowest seat, 
And hear Thine awful voice repeat in gentlest accents heavenly sweet, 
‘Come unto Me and rest, believe Me and be blest.’ ” 


° 
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GROW 
IN 
GRACE 


i BY_CONFESSING CHRIST 


Mat. x. 32; Rom. %. 9-10 


Dee DY PRAYER 
LPR Ut LO 5 LESS. 0.17, 


yeebvees LUDDY OF HE BIBLE 


2a UNA 1 DBA CISAAUL LL 


4. BY UNION. WITH THE CHURCH 


ISM SE OPV OAD, Cae Py 


beeby VVINNING SOULS: 10° CHRIST 


IUD, 6h BOS [ls QP FO 


Wale, leieliie. | 


<Jo 


Within this awful volume lies 

The mystery of mysteries. 

Happiest they of human race, 

To whom their God has granted grace, 
To read, to fear, to hope, to pray; 
To lift the latch and force the way. 
But, better had they ne'er been born, 
Who read to doubt, or read to scorn. 


Sir WALTER Scortr. 


The Way of Life 


Arranged by Dr J. W. CHAPMAN 


SUC TCC EE Eee eee i 


saith unto him— 


Gy 
Be am the way, 


¥ 


ae the truth and 


the life: no 


man cometh unto 


the Father but by 


John xiv. 6 


ATI OO CO Mn es 


HOW TO FIND T 


I am a Sinner. 


All we like sheep have gone astray: We have turned every one 
to his own way. Isa. liii. 6. 
There is no difference ; for all have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God. Rom. iii. 23. 


Beyond Self Help. 


By grace ye are saved through faith: and that not of yourselves : 
it is the gift of God, not of works, lest any man should boast. 
Eph. ii. 8-9, 


But Jesus can Save. 


While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Rom. v. 8. 
The Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which was lost. 

Luke xix. Io. 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 


t Dims 1s. 
Neither is there salvation in any other. Acts iv. 12. 


He is the Bearer of my Sins. 


The Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all. Isa. liii. 6. 
He was wounded for our transgressions: He was bruised for our 
iniquities. Isa. lviii. 5 


We hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin, that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in Him. 

2ICOK Wy Pits 

Christ . . . suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might 

bring us to God. Tet mi ml Oe 

His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, 
being dead to sin, might live unto righteousness. 

t Pet, 11. 24. 


Because God Loved me. 
For God so leved the world that He gave His only begotten Son 


that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. John iii. 16. 


I do now accept Christ as my Saviour, my Lord 


an 


ee 


. WAY OF LIFE. 


Yet I must accept Him as my 
Saviour. 


To as many as received Him, to them He gave power to become 
the sons of God, even to them that believe on His name. 
John i. 12. 


Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved. 
ACtS Xvi. 31. 


He that hath the Son hath life, and he that hath not the Son of 
God hath not life. These things have I written unto you 
that believe on the name of the Son of God, that ye may 
have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of 
the Son of God. 1 John v. 12-13. 


Acknowledge Him as my Lord. 


Thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 
believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the 
dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth 
unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation. Rom. x. 9-10. 


And Trust Him to Keep me. 


He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him. 
2 imy tls. 


Able to keep you from falling. Jude 24. 


He which hath begun a good work in you will finish it. 
Phil. i, 6 (marg.) 


Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith. 
Heb. xii. 2. 


God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that 
ye are able, but will with the temptation also make a way 
to escape, that ye nay be able to bear it. Ta CORA ENS 


King, and purpose to confess Him openly as such. 


Extract from The Messenger, organ of the 
Presbyterian Church in New South Wales, office, 
23 York Street, Sydney :— 


‘THE WORK OF THE ELDERSHIP.” 


Numerous letters of appreciation of this work have been received 
from all parts of the State. 


We print one :— 


The Manse, Armidale, 
March 26, 1914. 


My Dear Sir,—I received your letter of the 13th ult., together 
with the parcel of books on the eldership, one of which I gave to each 
of the elders of this church. Please accept the grateful thanks of 
minister and elders of the Armidale Church. Since giving them out I 
have heard nothing but unqualified praise of the little book. It 
exactly fills a want which I have felt for some years, more especially 
when some new officer had been chosen to the eldership. Only 
recently two gentlemen were elected, and when I was asked later to 
supply them with a complete explanation of their duties and _responsi- 
bilities, I found it rather a difficult task. Since then I have posted to 
each a copy of your invaluable book. They are satisfied. I trust the 
church will never let it go out of print. It will prove invaluable, 
especially in country charges. Again thanking you on my behalf and 
on behalf of my elders,—I am, yours faithfully, 


H. S. BUNTINE. 


Note.—A presentation copy of this booklet has been sent to every 
minister and elder in the State. Should any of these not have received 
one, or when copies are required for elders ordained in the future, 
information should be sent to the Editor of the Messenger. Should 
any minister or elder in any other State desire a copy he should apply 
to the Editor, and a copy will be sent by return post. The author has 
arranged to issue a Scotch edition, and will give one to every minister 
and elder in Scotland. 


Extract from The Outlook, organ of the 


Presbyterian Church in New Zealand :—10/4/14. 


pone WORK OR THE ELDERSHIP.” By Dr T. 
Graham Campbell, Haberfield, Sydney. 


Dr Graham Campbell is a well-known Sydney physician. He is, 
moreover, a loyal and diligent elder of the Kirk. Dr Campbell has in 
this little book furnished a useful help to his fellow-elders. In succes- 
sive chapters he deals with the office of an elder, the qualifications of 
an elder, the duties of an elder, etc. It also contains an address to 
men on ‘‘The Study of the Scripture,” the Bible Study Calendar 
(prefaced by Murray M‘Cheyne), and two illustrations. The elder 
will find in its pages helpful information concerning the doctrines of 
his Church and the duties of his office. Dr Campbell wishes to send 
a presentation copy to each minister and elder in New Zealand. If 
some one in each parish would send his own address to Dr Campbell, 
and also the number of members of Session, then the requisite number 
of books would be sent on at once. It is to be hoped that the 
ministers of our Church in the Dominion will see that this generous 
offer is taken full advantage of. 


South Leith Manse, Leith, 
13th October 1915. 


, On behalf ot the Kirk-Session of South Leith Parish Church, 
numbering nearly sixty members, I have been requested to thank 
you for the generous gift of your book. A perusal of the book has 
satisfied me that, not only in time of peace but in these days of war, 
your work will be a help and encouragement to us in labours which 
are demanded not simply by the needs of the Church, but also by 


the necessities of the whole nation, —I am, very truly yours, 
WILLIAM SWAN. 


82 Union Street, Greenock, 
22nd June 1915. 


, At a meeting of the Session of Sir Michael Street United 
Free Church, Greenock, held last week. I distributed to the brethren 
copies of your book on ‘‘The Work of the Eldership,” which you 
have so kindly supplied, and at a later meeting in the week I was 
unanimously requested to write to you on behalf of the Session to 
thank you for your useful and stimulating volume. This represents 
the considered opinion of the elders, and it may perhaps be of some 


little satisfaction to you to know it. 
Yours sincerely, 


With best regards and thanks, — 
JOHN CALDERWOOD, 
Moderator. 


NOTES. 


